
 

Sunday May 6, 2018 – You Asked for It! – 1 Samuel 8:1-22 

Are You Satisfied? 

Sometimes, in our spiritual growth, God gives us what we ask for.  

But, does it satisfy? 

In 1 Samuel, the nation of Israel had settled in the Promised Land.  

After the Exodus from Egypt under Moses’ strong leadership, Joshua led the people of God 
through a long period of conquering the land God had given them.  

Following Joshua’s death, when there should have been a period of success, prosperity and 
spiritual growth, there was confusion and spiritual defeat.  

This was known as the time of the Judges - a dark period in the history of Israel. (Judges 2:10-
19)  

Life revolved around small groups.  

No central government dictated laws or taxes or military service. 

Israel was not a military power.  

And, as their enemies, particularly the Philistines became more of a threat, Israel wrestled 
with what it meant to trust Jehovah God.  

Could He protect them?  

Could He be trusted to deliver them from their enemies?  

On one occasion, they superstitiously trusted the ark and were defeated. (1 Samuel 4)  

As a result, the Ark was captured, and they lost a sense of God’s presence and power.  

After being returned by the Philistines, the ark remained for 70 years (1 Samuel 7). Samuel, 
the last of the judges, called for a nationwide Revival.  

Samuel followed a long line of leaders who proclaimed Jehovah God was King of Israel. 



Now, after a lengthy and successful career, Samuel was considering retirement. His sons were 
the natural choice to succeed him.  

Unfortunately, Samuel’s sons were more interested in making money than following God.  

1 Samuel 8:3 says, “They were not like their father, for they were greedy for money. They 
accepted bribes and perverted justice.” 

So, with Samuel retiring and his crooked sons in line to lead the country, the leaders of Israel 
met with Samuel and said they didn’t want his sons to lead them.  

Give Us What We Want! 

Instead, they wanted a military leader who could lead them against the Philistines and other 
enemies. 

From a human perspective, their request was very understandable.  

After a period of dark days, and since Samuel was going to retire and no one was qualified to 
lead them into the future, it seemed like a good time to propose the idea of a king.  

In the middle of a leadership crisis, with hostile neighbors, and a lack of confidence in Samuel’s 
sons, confidence in leadership was necessary.  

While Jehovah God had been faithful in the past, those days were in the past.  

The new generation did not live through them and since the Philistines were strong and 
powerful with their king, a king seemed to be the need of the hour. 

Was the request for a king wrong in itself?  

In Genesis 49:10, Jacob prophesied that one day they would have a king.  

In Numbers 24:17, Balaam prophesied that one day they would have a king.  

In Deuteronomy 17:14-15, since Israel would one day have a king, specific instructions were 
given on how to choose a king, God’s way.  

These instructions were ignored the people just wanted a king.  

And like a child wanting candy in the store, "Samuel, give us a king." 

Samuel’s response reveals his character and personality.  

He was greatly upset and prayed (1 Samuel 8:7-8).  



As the spiritual conscience and leader of Israel, Samuel knew the selection of a king was a 
mistake.  

God replied and told Samuel three times to give them what they wanted. (1 Samuel 8:7-9)  

After warning them of the changes ahead, the people said, “we still want a king” (1 Samuel 
8:19-20). 

With this decision, Israel rejected God’s leadership and authority. 

What About Today? 

There are problems in the life of every Disciple and every church.  

There are no problem free churches.  

Sometimes, we can be our own worst enemy!  

Churches assume that a congregation is autonomous but is also submissive to the leadership 
of the Holy Spirit and the Word of God.  

Churches often claim to be Democratic (people rule), but, we are a Theocracy (ruled by God).  

This is Jesus’ church.  

When God can lead His church, He can do amazing things. 

Tragically, on some occasions, people think up a better way or our way.  

Sometimes, God’s greatest judgment is giving us what we think we want or letting us have it 
our way.  

Judgment can occur when God gives an individual disciple, church or even a nation what they 
want and not what He wants.  

This is called the Permissive Will of God! 

In every church, problems arise because people are involved.  

The church leadership may be at fault, individual members may be at fault, financial 
limitations may cause problems, and sometimes, like Israel’s leadership, someone or some 
group of people arrive at a solution to the problem.  

In a church of 100 people, there are probably 1000 different opinions about how to solve 
problems.  



Like Israel, we are constantly learning what it means to follow God and how much we can trust 
Him. 

You Get What You Want! 

If you were on the King search committee, what would you look for in a king?  

Tall, battle experienced, able to leap tall buildings in a single bound?  

There typically aren’t resumes for kingship, but if there were resumes submitted, Saul’s would 
have probably been at the top. 

The next day, after some interaction with Saul, Samuel anointed Saul as king in private and 
sent him on his way.  

Samuel reminded Saul that the Lord had appointed him leader and gave three signs to prove 
that God was upon Saul.  

All three happened as Samuel said, confirming Saul as King. 

So, now the people of Israel had their man, their king.  

They were like every other nation.  

God’s Way Is Best! 

God didn’t want them to be like every other nations.  

God had plans for them that included success, prosperity and His power based upon their faith 
not military might.  

Joshua’s final speech (Joshua 23-24) culminated in a call for commitment by the people to 
follow God and serve Him alone.  

God had driven out their enemies and promised to continue to do so, if they followed Him.  

As time wore on, however, they intermingled with others and lost a sense of the need to 
follow Jehovah God solely.  

My Way Brings Consequences!  

They adopted the standards and practices of pagan nations.  

They prostituted themselves and lapsed into unfaithfulness to God.  



Rebellion and sin against God, followed by regret and repentance had been the pattern all 
through Judges.  

Someone had been God’s instrument to help them, but it was always God who was in control. 

Could it be that we haven’t learned much since then?  

What was the primary problem of the people in Israel during this time?  

Was it the need for a military leader to lead them in battle against their enemy, the 
Philistines?  

God had promised that if they followed Him, He would give victory and defeat their enemies.  

Now, after God had given them a king, was he everything they had looked & hoped for? 

Look at Saul, their new leader, and see if He was the answer to their problems? 

Immediately after being announced as king, when Saul returned to his home, he enlisted his 
cabinet.  

Problems surfaced immediately since there was not unanimous acceptance of his leadership, 
and some questioned his leadership ability.  

Shortly thereafter, while plowing in the field, he heard of a military threat and took quick and 
decisive personal action. (1Samuel 11:5)  

Saul then planned a pre-dawn, three-pronged surprise attack that resulted in almost total 
annihilation of the enemy. (1Samuel 11:11)  

In that single battle, Saul proved himself to be the qualified and capable military leader the 
people anticipated and needed.  

So, they expressed their satisfaction with Saul to Samuel and then, wanted to kill anyone who 
did not agree with Saul’s leadership.  

Saul stopped them short of that murderous behavior. 

Now that Saul had earned his kingship, Samuel decided on a reaffirmation ceremony.  

The people crowned Him king in a solemn ceremony and “Saul and all the Israelites were very 
happy.” (1Samuel 11:15) 

At 30 years of age, Saul was a success. (1 Samuel 13:1)  



Success is powerfully addictive!  

When someone or something succeeds, people are almost giddy, almost drugged into the joy 
of the moment!  

One of today’s drugs of choice is happiness.  

"I’m bored" is one of the most common complaints of children.  

How many marriages have ended because one or the other partners is not happy. 

Success is odd, it usually lasts only if the last thing you did right.  

Success also can paralyze people’s minds into a false sense of security and confidence.  

Sometimes, when you do everything wrong and something good happens, there is a breeding 
ground for laziness or even pride. 

I have heard of a slogan that says: 

"When I am right, no one remembers, 

When I am wrong, no one forgets." 

Where is God in all this?  

They had lost the full understanding of obedience and commitment to God.  

The spiritual temperature of the nation of Israel was secondary to their military success.  

They were more concerned with success than with spiritual faithfulness. 

Seeking God was not first.  

Seeking God was almost an afterthought!  

Obedience appeared to be optional. 

Is your desire success?  

Do you think that God should give you everything you ask of Him?  

Could it be that each of us needs to evaluate whether we are obedient or disobedient to the 
Holy Spirit? 



Obedience is born out of a heart of love for God and His work. 

Saul had outside appearance and authority that accompanies kingship.  

He lacked the right stuff in his heart.  

He did not live with an "obedience to God at all costs" mentality. 

Conclusion 

When problems seem insurmountable, use your head but don’t depend upon your wisdom 
seek God.  

Remember "Spiritual problems require spiritual solutions." 

Remember to seek God first, not as a last resort!  

Don’t do all you can and then turn to God.  

Turn to Him first.  

A slogan on a church sign read "Faith is trusting God with the problems you can’t handle" 
That’s not true.  

Faith is trusting God with everything. 

Always remember true success comes from God and not us, God should always get the credit. 

Fear will cause you to act irrationally.  

Fear can cause you to lose sight of God’s leadership or your faith commitment. 

We are commanded to wait on God. 

We are a Theocracy, not a Democracy!  

There is no one person with all the answers or is the cause of all the problems.  

This is Jesus’ church.  

We must seek Him for answers and guard against deciding what is best! 

Following God means following His word.  

Following Him sometimes means GO, but it may also mean WAIT. 



Come to Jesus, Receive Him as Lord! Do it His Way!! 


